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We had big plans for 2020. Eliana was going to

be finished, tested, and unveiled. Come July, we

were going to be raying in Kansas for the

Formula Sun Grand Prix and driving across the

country for the American Solar Challenge.

Afterwards, we were planning to embark on our

annual outreach tour, SunRun. None of this

happened.

This has not been the year we pictured, but it

has given us a chance to slow down and get

some necessary projects done. We've been

drafting up documentation, reaching out to

sponsors, updating our budgets, reviewing

designs, and working on software elements of

Eliana.

 

QUARAN'TEAM' UPDATE

Building a Solar Car While Social Distancing

www.prisum.org

PrISUm Solar Car

@prisum_officia

l

@prisumsolarcar

Throughout the fall, we will be remaining

flexible in order to keep our team

members and Iowa State community safe.

We are excited to return to Ames and

ready to get back to working safely by

following university and CDC guidelines.

This fall will be different than past

semesters, but that will not discourage

us. We are thankful to have Eliana come

back soon and grateful for our sponsors

that have continued to support us through

difficult times.

Although we won't be raycing until 2021,

we recognize the unprecedented amount

of time we have been given to perfect

Eliana. We plan to use this time to do

more testing, revising, and strategy than

we've ever done before. By time we are

able to rayce and show Eliana to the

public, she will a stunning solar car that

we will be so proud to display. 

http://www.prisum.org/
https://www.facebook.com/PrISUm.Solar.Car/
https://twitter.com/prisum_solar?lang=en
http://www.prisum.org/
https://www.facebook.com/PrISUm.Solar.Car/
https://twitter.com/prisum_solar?lang=en


Director Updates

The project directors have been very busy these past few months. First of all, we’ve started

training our new Assistant Project Director, Rachel Eckert! As Brandon starts to get ready to

move on from the role of Project Director, and Michael gets ready to take the reins, the team

is preparing for a change in leadership. Additionally, we’ve been investing many hours into

adjusting to the new life under Covid-19 restrictions. As we’ve moved our team online, our

members are doing what they can to continue working on our car. 

Recently, an update was given on the state of the American Solar Challenge and the Formula

Sun Grand Prix. The ASC organization has decided to postpone the 2020 American Solar

Challenge and the Formula Sun Grand Prix until 2021. It is our team’s intention to rayce in both

of these events, and stay devoted to making the best car we can; however, in this season of

Coronavirus, the only constant is change, and we are keeping this in mind. We intend to stay

flexible and, most importantly, safe throughout the semester. 

PROJECT DIRECTOR

Michael Holm

Not much has gone on for Safety since shop work was halted this Spring. In preparation for the

team's future move into the Student Innovation Center, I have taken some time to gather

chemical documentation and create new Standard Operating Procedures for new and some

old chemicals. I also plan on continuing building the battery box this fall when the shop

reopens. Otherwise, safety has been taking it easy to prepare for the fall semester and we aim

to resume work on the car while keeping the team and community healthy.

SAFETY DIRECTOR

Adam Barkema

Due to the ongoing changes to the rayces, the 2020 Sunrun has been cancelled. However, we

hope to see many new faces at the Fall ClubFest, which has recently been announced to be a

hybrid in-person/virtual event, as well as other campus recruiting events. I believe that the

fortitude that the team has shown in the past few months (along with the excitement of

upcoming rayces) will inspire many new members to join!

OUTREACH DIRECTOR

Meg Lashier



Director Updates

Hello everyone! Prior to the buildings on campus being shut down, we decided to get Eliana

out of AMSL and into QMC’s (Quality Manufacturing Corporation) plant in Des Moines. Our

reasoning for this decision was to get all the painting and welding done while we have this

downtime. We knew we would be unable to work on the car in AMSL during the ongoing

pandemic, so we got approval for our sponsor, QMC, to finish up clear coating Eliana and

finish welding two extra roll cage members that were required due to a change in regulations.

At the moment, we are preparing for the reopening of AMSL and adjusting our timeline as we

develop plans to return to work! We will make sure to keep everyone updated as we get closer

to finally being able to work on Eliana again!

MECHANICAL DIRECTOR

Mirza Velic and Nathan Gladney

Hi everyone! Things have been a little crazy lately but we hope for things to be back to normal

very soon! Electrical work has been going a little slower than usual due to the loss of our

facilities, but we are still staying very busy in other ways. We can still have people work on our

boards as long as they are still practicing social distancing and staying healthy. Our top

priority is everyone's safety because without our people we don’t have a team. 

On the bright side, we have been getting a lot of documentation and planning done! I am very

happy with the amount of people that have stepped up to help do the busy work. Because of

this we are more prepared to hit the ground running come the beginning of the school year.

We even have a full CAD model of our battery box to help us install boards when we get our

facilities back! 

ELECTRICAL DIRECTOR

Ashley Robertson and Jonah Stoffer
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Year: Sophomore, 2nd year on PrISUm

Major: Management Information Systems with

a minor in Engineering Sales

Previous Role: Business Team Member

"I joined PrISUm as I had heard about it in high

school. I kept in touch with the club to join as

soon as I got to Iowa State. I can not wait to

get started as we have a lot of work ahead of

us, but I believe in everyone on this team to get

it done so that we can get to racing!"

MEET THE NEW DIRECTORS

RACHEL ECKERT
ASSISTANT PROJECT DIRECTOR

Year: Junior, 3rd year on PrISUm

Major: Materials Engineering

Previous Role: Composites Co-Manager

"As a Materials Engineering major, I was

interested in working with carbon fiber and

fiberglass. I've since learned a lot about

materials and more, and have also appreciated

being surrounded by people who motivate and

inspire me. I'm looking forward to leading the

team in my new role!"

ILUDA KO
TREASURER 
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MEET THE NEW DIRECTORS

ASHLEY ROBERTSON
ELECTRICAL DIRECTOR

Year: Junior, 3rd year on PrISUm

Major: Electrical Engineering 

Previous Role: Hardware Manager 

"I I can’t wait to start my new role as Electrical

Director, and get this car running once we

finally get back to campus in the fall!"

JONAH STOFFER
ASSISTANT ELECTRICAL DIRECTOR

Year: Junior, 2nd year on PrISUm

Major: Electircal Engineering

Previous Role: Electrical Team Member

"Last year I worked on powerboard, dash, and I

was a part of electrical systems. Since joining I

have met many great people and learned a lot

about what goes into making this car run. I am

excited to take on my new role and help the

team in the ways that I can!"
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MEET THE NEW DIRECTORS

BRANDT DAMMAN
STRATEGY DIRECTOR

Year: Senior, 2nd year on PrISUm

Major: Software Engineering and Mathematics

Previous Role: Electrical Team Member

"Last year I worked in tandem with Haan Zilmer

to form and coordinate the Electrical Systems

“sub-team” to bring Electrical and Mechanical

closer together.  I have also been working on

standardizing our documentation efforts. 

Since joining PrISUm, I have yet to take part in

another student organization that is engaging

in the full development of a project."

MEG LASHIER
OUTREACH DIRECTOR

Year: Junior, 2nd year on PrISUm

Major: Chemical Engineering with a Spanish

minor

Previous Role: Composites Sub-Team Member

"During my year on the team, I learned a lot

about the different aspects of the project and

what it takes to pull it all together. I’m very

excited to start my new role in Outreach, as I’d

love to spread the word about this incredibly

hardworking group of people and the success

that they’ve achieved."
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MEET THE NEW DIRECTORS

AUSTIN BEINDER
STRATEGY DIRECTOR

Year: Junior, 2nd year on PrISUm

Major: Electrical Engineering 

Previous Role: Electrical Team Member

"I'm looking forward to being the strategy

director. It's a new position this year, so I'm

excited to make it my own and see what I can

do to help us rayce more efficiently. This team

is great, and I can't wait to see what we do this

semester. 
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Thank you to our P15 Partners!

Quality Manufacturing
Corporation 

_________________________
Central Iowa
Machine, Inc.


