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'Twas the week after finals and all through the shop, not a student was 

studying, not even a mouse.

 

The new tub was being sanded with care, in hopes that Eliana would soon be 

here.

 

PrISUm members were nestled all snug in their safety gear, while visions of a 

winning solar car was alive in their heads. 

 

And team leadership and all, had geared up for an exciting road ahead.

HAPPY HOLIDAYS!

From PrISUm, to you.

 

The past semester has been one of 

excitement and thrill, with updated 

branding being a main focus.

 

With that, we introduce our new 

Sundial template.

 

We thank you for our patience, and 

hope you are looking forward to 

monthly updates, beginning now!

 

 

The Sundial 
has changed! 

PrISUm Solar Car

@PrISUm_Solar

@prisumsolarcar

www.prisum.org

https://www.facebook.com/PrISUm.Solar.Car/
https://www.facebook.com/PrISUm.Solar.Car/
https://twitter.com/prisum_solar?lang=en
https://twitter.com/prisum_solar?lang=en
http://www.prisum.org/
http://www.prisum.org/


D E C E M B E R  2 0 1 8  E D I T I O N

As the year comes to a close, PrISUm says goodbye to several graduating members. Although we will miss them, we are 

excited to see what they will do next.  From California to Missouri to our home in Ames, IA, our graduates will continue 

their engineering careers.

 

Before they left, we asked our graduates what impact PrISUm has had on their education and college experience. Some recalled 

their experiences at the World Solar Challenge held in Australia. Others commented on time spent in the shop and the technical 

skills they have learned. Patrick Fielder, a mechanical team member, replied, "Applying your engineering skills to a hands on 

project like the solar car is the best way to solidify and enhance the information taught in the classroom." 

 

We are excited to see our graduates apply their skills they have gained through PrISUm, and we wish them luck in their 

future endeavors.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GRADUATING SENIORS
Class of 2018

This last fall we announced through social 

media the name of our next car. Many different 

suggestions were submitted from the team and 

the community, and after a close team vote, 

Eliana was the winning choice. 

 

Eliana was a popular contender because the 

team found that the meaning, "Daughter of the 

Sun," resonated with the direction of this next 

project.

 

We are very excited to welcome Eliana to 

the PrISUm family.

THE NEXT ERA



T E A M  U P D A T E S

From the project directors to the PrISUm community, thank you for your engagement and collaborative efforts this 

semester. We love being able to include those interested in tours around our workspace and give updates on the 

progress of our current project, Eliana, Project 15 (P15). P15 will be finished and ready for road testing in a few months 

time, but today we continue to progress on the body of our vehicle. Through collaboration with our alumni and new 

partners, this project is off to what we think of as the greatest start we could have envisioned. For those of you who 

haven’t visited prisum.org and seen the new team leadership, I, James Kuhman, and Smeet Mistry are the current project 

directors for this school year. We have loved the engagement with the team and know that it will grow into the future as 

we change the paradigm of transportation together. Thank you!

PROJECT DIRECTOR

Smeet Mistry and James Kuhman

The mechanical team has been very busy recently designing and starting to build Eliana! We have been able to take a lot 

of the designs created for Penumbra and work to optimize them for weight and simplicity. One of the biggest new 

design challenges we are undertaking with Eliana is a suspension attached directly to our carbon fiber monocoque. This 

is a change which has the potential to significantly reduce weight in our car and increase efficiency by eliminating the 

aluminum chassis seen in our past cars. We are using testing gathered over multiple semesters from senior capstone 

projects in order to ensure strength and reliability. Currently, the team is gearing up for our first carbon fiber layups by 

working tirelessly on our molds and part designs. The tool for the structural tub of our car has just returned to Ames this 

week from Altec in Osceola, and we plan to have the completed part in January!

MECHANICAL DIRECTOR

Elliot Suiter

The electrical team on PrISUm has been up to some pretty exciting things! Our main task this semester was all about 

reliability. From last year, our main lesson that we learned was to test, test, test. As a response, we officially have all of 

our main PCBs done and ready for first round testing, giving us almost a full semester to catch all the bugs! In addition, 

we’ve partnered with a new Platinum level sponsor, Spectrolab, to introduce a new technology into our array that we’ve 

never used before, multijunction solar cells. By using new technologies and better sticking to our timelines, we’re poised 

to have a successful year and be more prepared for competition than this team has ever been. We’re excited for the 

coming semester and ready to keep testing to have the most reliable electrical system this team has ever developed.

ELECTRICAL DIRECTOR

Jason Cheng and Jake Aunan



T E A M  U P D A T E S

The business team has had a great semester with some additions and changes. First off, the new Sundial has been a 

project that we have been working on and are very excited to now share with you all. Re-introducing past social media 

efforts (People of PrISUm) and trying out new ways to gain new support from the community through restaurant 

fundraisers have been a couple of our other projects. Though, the team's biggest change comes from our new Business 

Director, Liz Walters. Liz is a freshman studying Marketing and Management with a minor in Event Management and is 

eager to see what the Business Team can do to promote the exciting work being done with Eliana. Thank you for all of 

your support!

BUSINESS DIRECTOR

Liz Walters

The systems team has been working to make sure that we have a reliable and competitive car come FSGP.  We have put 

together a master assembly with the main parts of the car to make sure that everything is how it should be spatially.  We 

have also gotten to work with our gold level sponsor Danfoss to be able to put our car in a virtual reality environment 

and have members sit inside the car for the first time! We were able to make sure that everything in the passenger 

compartment is comfortable and practical for the driver as well as make sure that the driver will have good visibility 

while driving.  It’s been really exciting to see the progress so far on this car, and we can’t wait to share it with all of you!

SYSTEMS DIRECTOR

Andrew Kraus
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Thank you to our P15 Partners!

_________________________

_________________________

_________________________

_________________________
Central Iowa 
Machine, Co. 

George White - Ames
Joe and LuAnn 

Meyers


