
 

  

 
 

Victory! 

After 25 years of solar racing, Team PrISUm has been crowned victorious. 

On July 31, 2015 at the Circuit of the Americas in Austin, Texas, Team 

PrISUm completed 223 laps to win the Formula Sun Grand Prix 2015. The 

team also had the fastest lap time of 4 minutes and 30 seconds. 

 

The team would like to thank all of our supporters and sponsors who have 

inspired us and helped us achieve this feat. We hope to continue this 

success in the years to come! 
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Project Director Update 

This victory would not have been possible without the support of YOU! WE won this race! 

Congratulations on the shared victory!  

When the team arrived in Austin on Saturday, July 25
th

 at one o’clock in the morning, 

members were excited for the week! After spending the night sleeping on a fire-ant hill, 

members began working avidly on Phaeton to ensure it was in perfect operational condition 

for scrutineering (see p. 2, picture 1). For the first time in school history, PrISUm was the first 

team through scrutineering! With free time on member’s hands, we began assisting other 

teams to ensure they could also pass scrutineering. One major focus for the team was 

helping out Appalachia State University’s solar car team (see picture above). This past spring, 

PrISUm donated Hyperion to the team in order to get them ready for FSGP 2015. While the 

car was there, much work still had to be done. Several members spent countless hours trying 

to get “Apperion” ready to race. While unable to see “Apperion” complete a lap on the track, 

it did move under its own power! We wish the best of luck to the team next year.  

Now, back to raycing! Being the first team through scrutineering, PrISUm received number 

one pole position for the race start on Wednesday. When the flag dropped, Phaeton pulled 

away from the pack and began to lap the competition (see p. 2, picture 4). Thanks to a 

dedicated strategy team, members determined the best driving practice and executed this 

strategy flawlessly. By the end of day 1, PrISUm was in first place with a commanding 76 laps 

(see p. 2, picture 5). Thursday racing began with PrISUm once again in top pole position. 

After a nail biting morning of teams lapping teams, the Texas heat rose higher and higher 

until other teams were forced to pull over and cool down. This advantage widened the gap 

between 1
st
 and 2

nd
 place and allowed for another 70 laps added on to the team’s total. By 

Friday, PrISUm had a commanding lead of 31 laps (equivalent to 106 miles). Grand total for 

the 3 days of racing was 223 laps AND fastest lap of 4minutes 30.444 seconds! 

Now that the race has concluded, members have begun developing our next vehicle. In the 

works is a 4 wheeled “Cruiser Class.” This style of vehicle is a two seat vehicle that will race 

from the north coast of Australia to the south coast in the World Solar Challenge 2017. This 

vehicle will encompass new, innovative technologies, light weight designs, and comfort items! 

Be sure to stay tuned to our Sundial and updates on our social media pages will be hush 

hush until the car is complete. 

 

Hope to see everyone soon and thank you for the continued interest!  

 

 

We did it. After 25 

years, Team 

PrISUm came back 

to Ames with a first 

place finish!  In 

summary, the race 

went extremely 

well. The car 

functioned as 

designed, team 

members operated 

efficiently, and the 

weather 

cooperated. 

https://www.facebook.com/PrISUm.Solar.Car
https://twitter.com/Team_PrISUm
https://www.flickr.com/photos/prisum
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1: Race Day 1 Preparations 

2: Getting Ready to Start 

3: Pit Stop 

4: Racing 

5: Lap Counter 

 

https://www.facebook.com/PrISUm.Solar.Car
https://twitter.com/Team_PrISUm
https://www.flickr.com/photos/prisum


 

  

If you would like to 

become a sponsor of 

Team PrISUm, there are 

several options.  

 

Employers will often 

match donations of their 

employees, so your gift 

can go twice as far in 

helping us succeed.  

 

You can also participate 

in our Adopt-a-Program! 

This allows individuals to 

adopt a piece of one of 

our cars, whether that be 

a solar cell, a tire, or a 

battery. Each item has a 

different level of cost and 

benefit. See our Adopt-

a-Program page to learn 

more about how to 

support the team in an 

easy (and inexpensive) 

way! 

 

If you have any questions 

about sponsorship or 

want to learn more, see 

our website to learn 

more about our 

corporate sponsorship 

program: 

www.prisum.org 

 

Team PrISUm is a 

501(c)(3) nonprofit 

organization. All or most 

of the value of each gift 

is tax deductible. 

 

Sponsors 

Platinum $10,000+ 

 

  

  

  

Gold $5,000- $9,999 

Alcoa 

CIPCO 

Sinned Customs 

Walmart 

Doug and Linda Truckenmiller 

Cardinal $2,500- $4,999 

Alliant Energy 

City of Ames Electric 

Evan Stumpges 

Joe and LuAnn Meyers 

 

Benefactor $1,000- $2,499 

3D Connexion 

Altec 

Curt 

Jane and Donald Brownlee 

Grimm Brothers Plastic 

Sustainer $500- $999 

Advanced Circuits 

SRA Soldering Products 

Evan and Julie Hupp 

Dwelle Family Foundation 

Adopter 

Wells Fargo 

Joe Dunn 

Sauer Danfoss 

Dale Reid 

eRubbermaid 

Eric Weflen 

http://www.prisum.org/


 

 

 

Adopt-a-Cell 

 

By donating $30, you can adopt a 

solar cell! There will be nearly 400 

solar cells on the car and this is an 

inexpensive way to become part of 

our team. When you adopt a cell, 

we send you a free team shirt and 

a certificate which includes the 

identification of your cell or cells. 

 
Adopt-a-Tire 

 

For a $100 donation, you can 

adopt a tire! Many tires are 

used over the lifetime of a car. 

When you adopt a tire, you will 

receive a certificate and two 

free team shirts. 

 
Adopt-a-Battery 

 

By contributing $250, you can help 

us purchase a module in our 

battery pack. We will have over 

200 lithium ion batteries in our car, 

which are grouped into modules. 

For adopting a battery, you will 

receive a certificate and your 

choice of two free polo shirts or 

four free team shirts. 

 


