
Project Director: Zach Noel 

The team is getting ready for the For-

mula Sun Grand Prix this summer. The 

mechanical and electrical teams are 

finishing up their improvements to 

Phaeton and working on designing the 

new car that will be built next year. 

We gained valuable knowledge from 

the solar car conference in Michigan 

last week and took away a lot of good 

ideas for the future of the team. We are 

beginning to restructure the team in an effort to 

reinvigorate interest  and gain momentum for this 

summer’s race and the coming years of PrISUm. 

Mechanical Director: Matt Goode 

Spring driver training has commenced. While stu-

dents from Iowa State University traveled to various 

locations to enjoy time off from class, several mem-

bers stayed in Ames conducting road testing of Phae-

ton. This testing allowed for key insights on vehicle 

dynamics and mechanical systems that have to be 

updated before the Formula Sun Grand Prix this 

summer. All issues will be resolved by the end of the 

month. In reference to P13, the current vehicle in 

design, progress has been steady during the past 

month. A totally redesigned aerodynamic shell has 

eliminated issues due to cross winds. This advance-

ment coupled with updated dynamics will allow for 

an extremely fast, agile solar vehicle.  

 

 

Electrical Director: Joe Ternus 

The electrical team has been hard at work getting 
ready for FSGP 2015. We have been rigorously 
testing the electrical system and fixing all the prob-
lems that have come up. After going to the solar 
conference this month in Michigan, we have some 
innovative ideas for the future of the electrical 
system and are starting to design these boards for 
P13. 

Business Director: David Battel 

The Business Team is still in it's fundraising stage - 
we are continuing to reach out to both local and 
national companies.  Our outreach team is plan-
ning our annual SunRun, where the team will take 
our solar car around the state of Iowa, making vari-
ous stops along the way!  This past week, PrISUm 
led a demonstration at the State Science + Tech-
nology Fair at Hilton Coliseum, where we were 
able to interact with local high school students!  
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For more information, contact us at directors@prisum.org 

Members of Team PrISUm and Nuon Solar Team from the 
Netherlands at the Solar Car Conference in Michigan 



Team Member Spotlight 

Mechanical Member of the Month:  
Andrew “Frosty” Bonde 
Joined Team: Fall 2014 
“I joined the team in September of 
2014 because I was looking for some-
thing to do with my free time and I 
wanted to meet new people.” 
What have you been up to? 
“So far most of the work I have mostly 
been working on our current car Phae-
ton and making sure it is ready for 
FSGP. “ 
What interests or excites you about 
the team? 
“One of the best things of being part of 
PrISUm is working with a motivated 
team that wants to succeed.” 
What have you learned from the 
team? 
“Working for PrISUm, I have learned 
things such as working with carbon 
fiber but also more about engineering 
design in general.” 
 
 

Electrical Member of the Month:  
Lucas Ince 
Joined Team: Fall 2014 
“I joined the solar car team during the fall of 
this last year, my freshman year, because I was 
looking for an engineering club to join. The solar 
car team had this fun feel to it while actually 
creating something real. I saw that a lot of other 
clubs were either to serious, expected to much 
of their students, or their goals were too aca-
demic. I like the small fun atmosphere that 
stressed teaching people to do things right. “ 
What have you been up to? 
“I started out on the team working on the 
CANanator software that communicates be-
tween the car and a laptop. This software was 
being transferred to being written in Java in-
stead of being written to Visual Basic. I spent 
most of my first semester on the team updating 
this software to include graphics and real time 
graphing, and getting to working order after the 
transfer. Since then I have worked on various 
projects including a redesign of the telemetry 
board. “ 
What interests or excites you about the team? 
“I am really looking forward to some of our fu-
ture projects. We seem to have some very lofty 
goals that I hope that we can meet. I wish I 
could talk about some of the projects we have 
coming up. I also like the general feel of the 
team, It's a lively team that can get work done 
when necessary but it also can have fun.”   
What have you learned from the team? 
“I have learned a lot about teamwork and tak-
ing challenges upon yourself. Because I joined 
the team, I have learned how to update soft-
ware and meet design specifications, solder 
small electronic parts, and design printed circuit 
boards.” 
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Celebrating 25 Years! 

Sundial 

Team PrISUm has been racing cars and educating 

future engineers since 1989. 

 

Join us in celebrating this milestone with a limited 

edition PrISUm 25th Anniversary t-shirt. 

 

These are only available for a short time, so order 

yours today! 

 

 

$15 Per Shirt 

Available in Sizes: Adult S, M, L, XL 

 

Orders can be emailed to racpick@iastate.edu 
Include number of shirts, sizes, and shipping address. 



Sponsorship Recognition 
Platinum: $10,000+  
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Gold: $5,000-9,999 

Alcoa 

CIPCO 

Sinned Customs 

Walmart 

Doug and Linda Truckenmiller 

 

Cardinal: $2,500-$4,999 

Alliant Energy 

City of Ames Electric 

Evan Stumpges 

Joe and LuAnn Meyers 

 

Benefactor: $1,000-$2,499 

Altec 

Curt 

Jane and Donald Brownlee 

Grimm Brothers Plastics 

 

Sustainer: $500-$999 

Advanced Circuits 

SRA 

Evan and Julie Hupp 

Dwelle Family Foundation 

 

Adopter 

Wells Fargo 

Joe Dunn 

Sauer Danfoss 

Dale Reid 

eRubbermaid 

Eric Weflen 



Adopt-a-Program 

Adopt-a-Cell 
By donating $30, you can adopt a solar cell! 

There will be nearly 400 solar cells on the car, 

and this is an inexpensive way to become part of 

our team. When you adopt a cell, we send you a 

free team shirt and a certificate which includes 

the identification of you cell or cells. 

Adopt-a-Tire 
For a $100 donation, you can adopt a tire! Many 

tires are used over the lifetime of a car. When 

you adopt a tire, you will receive a certificate and 

two free team shirts. 

Adopt-a-Battery 
By contributing $250, you can help us purchase 

a module in our battery pack. We will have over 

200 lithium ion batteries in our car, which are 

grouped into modules.  For adopting a battery, 

you will receive a certificate and your choice of 

two free polo shirts or four free team shirts. 

Many companies match employee 

donations to 501(c)(3) nonprofit 

organizations like Team PrISUm. 

Please check with your employer. As 

a team PrISUm supporter, your 

name will be listed on our website 

and in our Sundial! 

To join our Adopt-a-Program, please email business@prisum.org 

with your chosen donation amount and shirt size(s).  


